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Law in Sale of Road

at $28,000 Discount—Another Raw

eal is Put Through.

'ders on Countmnd for $5,53344 Have
- AlreadyBeen Issued for the Work—Tax

‘Payers of County Pay the Bills.

" Bharges of Graft Have Not Been Either In-
vestigated or Denie d—Tax Payers Said to

‘Have Lost Many Thousands of Dollars in
Use of Cheap Mater ial onRoad Work.

‘That the Marion County Court seems to believe that
State laws were not made for its guidance was shown
‘when it completely ignored the law and sold the Manning-
‘ton and Fairmont district road bonds below par in direct

olation of law,
stricts of $28,000,
ade in the deal,

and at a loss to the tax payers of these
which was the tidy sum the Ohio bank-
but there is still greater evidence that

tﬁe\%l_ounty Court is a law sufficient unto itself, and that is

Re fact that it has paved the streets of
of the entire county.

- this paving to The French-Allen
mstruction Company and the work paid for out of the
6,1914, order No. 624, amounting to
this company for part of this work,

éxpense of the tax payers
#% A contract was let for
county fund. On Oct.

2,183.23 was allowed

Mannington at the

nd on Nov. 5, 1914, another order, No. 882, amounting to

1350121, was allowed them, making a total of $5,533.44.
The contract was let on Sept. 5 for this work, the Court

-dering that the streets of the city be paved and paid for

out of the county fund.

wother outrage upon the tax
Marion county, and if there
good reason for a recall the
vy Court of this county has fur-
d it. The tax payers should en-
he. sheriff from paying these or-
it ‘they have not already been
force the members ol the
ourt to make.good this con-
n'their officlal bonds.
members of the County Court are
ed to go.on unmolested in their
gard for law, why not de-
t ‘books and let the bosses
graft run the county’s business
e high-handed methods of the
pots of anclent times?
have had the spectacle of this
sratie County Court openly and
tly violating the laws of the
state in road matters, selling bonds
helow par that the law says shall not
ibe/sold’at & discount, and now we find
t plying county funds unlawfully
ty';lr.r.'i1:n:w:nrerruent of a district munic-
Ity.
He charge has been made, and never
ied, that those In charge of the road
Meannington district and who

night and Wednesday. Not
change in temperature. West-
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ar being paid by the county, are also
being puid regular monthly salaries by
the road contractors.

The West Virginian demanded an
investigation of these charges, but
none has been made and no denial has
been made except from a few of the
contraclors, who were not at all fmpll-
cated, and in the rezusal of the County
ofticials, wno are pald and sworn to pro-
tect the tax payers, to Investigate these
charges, we find the best possible evi-
dence that the charges are true.

The charge has been made, and never
denied, that inferior materials were
being used in the construction of these
roads, and that the tax payers were be-
ing defrauded of thousands of dollars
in this manner.

The charge has been made, and never
denied, that a 17 year old, inexperienc-
ed boy was employed as inspector on
the Fairmont district road work—3$400,-
000 road job for political purposes.

These charges reflect upon the honor
and integrity of the county officlals
who have had this work In charge, and
their refusal to deny or investigate
them points the finger of susplclon to
a well planned system of graft and
mmany belleve that the toll the tax
payers will pay on this work wil
amount o something ke $100,000, in-
cluding the loss of the $28,000 in the
sale of the bonds. Where the other

75 009 goes to is yet o tiatter of specu-

lation.

Chicago’s Model
Policeman Quits

By AssoctATED PRESS.]

CHICAGO, Dec. 15.—After 32 years
of service, Wm. S. McGuire, who is
called Chicago's model policeman, re-
signed from the force today. He is de-
clared to be the wealthlest man on tha
force and is reputed to own property
valued at more than $100,000.

McGuire is planning to spend the
winter on his country place at Palm
Beach, Fla.

Atlanta Lawyer Is
Killed by Burglar

By Assoclated Press,

ATLANTA, Ga, Dec, 15.—Chas, B
Reynolds, a lawyer, was shot and al-
most instantly killed today in a re-
volver battle with a burglar in his
home here. - Reynolds fired four times
before he was killed. The burglar es-
caped. -

2 Newspaper Plants
Burn at Elizabeth

By Associated Press,

PARKERSBURG, W. Va., Dec. 16—
Fire of unknown origin early today
caused a damage of $35,000 in the
business section of Elizgbeth, coun-
ty seat of Wirt county. Among the es-
tablishments destroyed were iwo
newspaper plants,

6 PER CENT. RATE INCRE

official whose knowledge of the situa-
tion is belleved to be unquestionable
it was learned that the last serious
opposition to an incresse in- freight
rates on the Eastern rallroads was Te:
moved and the Interstate Commerce
Commission formally voted to permit
the 6 per cent advance, !

Announcement of the decision will
be made within ten doys, probably
next Saturday afternoon, The Com-
mission’s practice in the past has
been to make public in its rulings at
such times in order that business men
may be given an opportunity to dl-
gest them.

Under Consideration Long.

The increase in rates now declared
to have been allowed has been under
consideration for eighteen months,
The first application was made in
May, 1913, and was denled. A montn
later the Commission, on its own ini-
tiative, ordered an investigation into
the conditions on which the railroads
based their claim to consideration. It
was begun and continued for the en-
suing year.

On July 20 last, just ns the first days
of the European war were working
havoec with the financial markets of
the world, the Commission denied the
application so far as it concerned
trunk line or Eastern rates, rail and
jake rates and international rates. in
official classification territory. In-
creases were allowed in Central
Frelght Association territory, but the
conditions complained of chiefly by
the railroads were not materially af.
fected.’

On September 19 the Commission
granted a petition for & rehearing,
which was held without delay. With-

out in any wise offering suggestions to

THE VOTE WAS TAKEN SATURDAY AND [T WILL PROBABLY BE
OFFICIALLY ANNOUNC ED NEXT SATURDAY.

WASHINGTON, Dec, 15—From an the Commission President Wilson has

in'the meantime privately and public-
Iy intimated his belief that the rall-
roads. should be allowed to reise their
rates. Lo s

Tt fs‘an_sven more significant fact
that Secretary.of the'Interior Lane
has been/in the company of members
of the Commission on’a number of
occasions during the past two weeks.
Before entering the Cabinet Mr. Lane
himself was a member of the Com-
mission, and Washington generally
has credited him with beilng “the man
who put the punch in the Commis
sion.’ :

Denied Increases Two ears Ago.

Commissioner- Lane wrote a deci-
slon two years ago which not only
denied increases in rates, but served
notice on the roads, or some of them
at least, that they would have to cease
many of thelr practices before Lhey
could be regarded as entitled to ad-
vances, Rallrond men looked on the
Lane opinion as “radical,” but chang-
es in keeplng with his recommenda-
tions have come, just the same.

It is understood that Secretary Lane
has taken occasion in his recent talks
with Commissioners to advise them
of these changes, and of his beliel
that the roads are entitled, in great
part at least, to the increnses he did
not believe were justified two years
ago. It is understood, furthermore,
that several present members of the
Commission who voted with Mr. Lane
to refuse the increases have now con-
cluded that they should be granted.

President Wilson, It Is said, has
been apprised of the Commission’s
decision and is delighted. On a basis
of 5 'per cent the increases in the

East would make a difference of $60,-
000,000 in revenue to the roads.

I .
Roumania Is
Purchasing

War Supplies

“THE COUNTRY, ALTHOUGH NOT
A BELLIGERENT, 18 GETTING
READY.

By Ass00TATED PaEsa,.] -

CHICAGO, Dec. 15.—Roumania has
entered the American fleld for the
purchase of war supplies, according lo
information reaching Chicago mer-
chants today, The counitry, although
not a belligerent in the European war,
has sent & commission here to place
orders for arms, ammunition and cot-
ton and sanitary supplies to cost.$10,-
000,000, 2k

Life Termer

Is Released

HAD BEEN SENTENCED TO SERVE
EXTREME PENALTY FOR
STEALING A HAM.

By Assoclated Press.”

LANSING, Mich,, Dec. 16.—Gover-
nor Ferrls has ordered the pracle of
Michigan's most widely known pris-
oner, Lewls Ollver, a llfer in Mar-
gquette, known as the man who was
sentenced for life for stealing a ham.
Oliver was sent to Marquette by, Judgs
W under the habitual criminal aect.
It was Oliver's third conviction for
burglary.

Roy Stewart, of Mannington, was a
visitor _.ln the city yesterday,

2 More Days Of
Cold Weather
Is Predicted

e IS -
DROP IN TEMPERATURE GENER-
ALLY EAST OF THE MIS-
SISSIPPI.

By Assoclated Press,
WASHINGTON. Dec. 15.—Two more

days of cold weather for the eastern
section of the country was predicted
today by the weather buresu. The

far prevailed today generally east of
the Mississippl river and in the North-
west. Below zero temperatures were
reported from West Virginls, Penn-
gylvania, Ohio, Indiana and the North-
west, while below freezing tempera-
tures were reported from all other
states _east of the Mississippl as far
Sputh as Floride and East Gulf states.

By Assoclated Press.

CONNELLSVILLE, Pa, Dec, 16.—A
lemperature of 15 degrees below zero
was reported in the mountains west
of herec today.

Bootl;gger
In County Jail

FRANK ROLLINS, COLORED, IS
CAUGHT WITH WET GOODS IN
HIS SUIT CASE.

After a search of several weeks the
prohibition officers succeeded today
In landing in the .county jall Frank
Itollins, a negro, who has obiained no-
toriety in the last few weeks as a boot-

legger.

Rolling was arrested this morning
just after he stepped from the train
al the B. & O. passenger station by
B. & O. Officer Ice, who Immediately
turned the negro over to the county
nuthorities. Rollins had a large sult
case with him st the time of his ar-
rest. - This was searched by Con-
stable Riggs and found to contain two
one-gallon jugs of whiskey which the
negro had just brought from Point
Marion.

Rollins, who Is better known as the
“Overalls Kid,” has been wanted for
.some time by the county officials, as
ﬁ wes known that he was engaged In
the peddling of liquor not only among
the people of his own color but white
people also. He has been very suc-
ceseful in evading the officers up
until this time, He was placed in the
county janil-to await & hearing before
Justice Fleming which will be given
him in a few days. :

NOTICE OWLS!

There will be Election of
Officers on Thursday, Dec.
17,1914, Allmembers are re-
quested to be present.

W. H. RANDOLPH, Sec.

coldest weather of the season thus

THE GERMANS H
BEGUN A RETRE
INWEST FLANDE

Col. Roosevelt
May BeCalled
As A Witness

EX-PRESIDENT MAY BE CALLED
EEFORE THE HOUSE NAVAL
COMMITTEE.

By Associated Press.
WASHINGTON, Dec. 15, —Coloney
Roosevelt loomed up today as a pos-
+ible witness before the House Naval
Committees in its discussing of the
vrepardness of natlonal defenses. At
todays' session Representative Hohson
pressed Chalrman Padgett to call the
former President and after some li-
cussion the question was left to be
decided in an executive sesslon of
Committees.  “Why invite him," de-
manded Representative Butler. "lle's
heen assistant secretary of the nuvy
aad President, a commander in chief,
and has been in a position to know.lhe
facts about nationnl defense.” Re-
turned Mr. Hobson, who protesied
that his suggestion wds belng yreat-
ri in e “eavalierly” way.

Wants More
Information

PRESIDENT WILSON HAS NOT DE-
. CIDED TO COMPLY WITH GOE-
THALS REQUEST.

By Assoclated Press.

WASHINGTON, D. C.. Deec. 16—
More information s being awaited
Lefore President Wilson decldes
whether the request of Gov. Goclhals
fcr destroyers to enforce mneutrality
aut Panama, shall be granted. Sugges-
tions of differences between Sccre-
tarles, Garrison, Danlels and Bryan,
over the guestion were met by Presi-
dent Wilson with the statement that
there could be no renl difference slnce
ke would finanlly decide.

German Converted
Cruiser at Guam

By ARSOCTATED PrESA.Y
WASHINGTON, Deec. 15—The ar-
rival of the German converted cruls-
er Cormoran in the harbor of Guam.
an American possession in the Le-
drone archipeligo, was officially re-
poried to the navy department today
by the commanding officer of the nav-
gl station there. It is presumed that
the German vessel sought the harbor
to interne during the war,

The Cormoran hns been given 24
houra from 10 n. m. yesterday In
which to leave the port or interne
for the war. She was short of ooal,
provisions and water., The Cormor-
an needed 1,500 tons of coal to reach
the nearest German port, according to
Captaln Maxwell,

She was offered 100 tons of coal
and fresh water and her captaln was
glven until 10 a. m. today to declde
what his future course would be. Sec-
retary Daniels has approved Captain
Maxwell's action and has Instructed
him not to allow the vessel more coaly
and provisions than can be properly
spared, -

R.R. Charged With
Violating Liquor Law

TOLEDO, 0., Dec. 16.—District At-
torney Denham brought 80 cases forac-
tion against the New York, Chicagoand
St. Louls raliroad into Federal court
today, charging violations of the Inter-
state law, as to the number of hours

‘that trainmen may be worked. He al-

leges that, on two days the rallroad
worked 30 men approximately 18 houra
each doy. ~

He asks the court to fine the defend-

ant.

"BRITISH

FRANCOAUGLICAN TROOPS|HAVE

SERVIAN SUCCESS MAY: HAVE:
PORTANT BEARING INIEAST:
ERN ARENA;

LONDON, Dec. 15—The
jzued todny by the Britis
information bureau conce
sombined attnck by the allies
day agninst the German:line w:
terpreled In some quarters:asi.mi
ing the beginning of the much disc
¢4 attempl to make a generaliadvanc
7 1ie point of the combined attack
tinned in the statement |sto th
of Yproes, Tt wlill be noticed
over that the  statement
f;ghtling in northern France as
Telglum, This is taken to mu
the offensive  movement
cver a considerable ares,
known for some time th
nrmy hesdquarters has: b
io the eastward, and it;cons
sssumed by British observersit
rliles have made more pr
hias been chronicled. Theioce
of Belgrade by the. Servians]jm:
have an Important beatlngio
unation In the enst shol
the Austrians to mak
fense campalgn along:
iy to prevent a Servi

The definite statement:i:
Tiotterdam that the Germans:h
run a retreat falling ba
tvward c.prepared. 1l
the Coast Official conl
1scking, however., '

all{a:
TCthat s

prietors of meat mar
hereafter must label.
ducts properly or stand.]
Dr. H. C. Harper, cit
has found that much
pork sausage” contains|
mands that it be labele

Chicago’s New Year!

To Be Tamed Do,

CHICAGO, Dee. 15
instruments, confett! and
ing devices will be barre
go's strects New Years! v%
sons desiring to celebrate:
or sing to their hearts' con -
This announcement w
Mayor Herrlson today an
panied by a statemegnt
restaurants could dispen
up to 1a.m. 2

Lafayette Golleg
Has New Pres

EASTON, Pa., Dec
Henry MacCracken, pry

MacCracken,

New York Universit
time head of Waes
Missouri, :

Dy Assoclated Pre
TOKIOQ, Japan, Dec.
sion occurred today. in'al
¥ukuokn, as a respltiof!
laborers are imprisoned
ings of the mine. i

eea coasl, 656 mil

NOTICE TO . TAXPAY
City taxes are’ :r%ifi
at the office of the!Tre
ing December only.n
charged. After’
interest will' be ' cha
pald taxes. ' b
Taxes will be collectedFa
possible by the:
uary 1, 1916. T (0
Why not call a

Treasurer,
125t
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